
Note to: Committee Services Officer, Gravesham Borough Council

From: Cllr Bob Lane

Date: 24th May 2019

Subject: Parking at Shorne Wood Country Park
__________________________________________________________________________________

Shorne Wood Country Park is a very popular local amenity and attracts visitors from all parts of 
Gravesham and beyond.  However, this often results in illegal or inconsiderate parking outside the 
park as visitors seek to avoid the parking fees, or on the rare occasions when the car park is full.

This results in cars being illegally parked on the verge outside the entrance in Brewers Road, 
obstructing sightlines and creating a hazard, or in Park Pale opposite the entrance.  Both Brewers 
Road and Park Pale have yellow line parking restrictions, and the whole of Park Pale is subject to a 
Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) prohibiting all motor vehicles from entering the road except for 
access.

The only premises accessible from Park Pale are Harlex Haulage, and Rochester & Cobham Golf Club.  
Nevertheless, vehicles enter and park with impunity in this road, in the knowledge that the parking 
restrictions and TRO will not be enforced.

On one occasion in April this year, a total of 67 vehicles were parked in Park Pale, restricting its 
width to one vehicle for a length of over 400 metres.  See:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKKkNDl3mG0&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2hSgd5dmlW
MPu3KugzWiFDiO3qKXAG3IknaDVWlQVDax3qS-pOWOZGTrI 

Park Pale is used by heavy haulage vehicles, and there have been several near misses recently, as 
parents let their children and dogs out of their cars directly into the carriageway.

I would like to see parking enforcement officers making visits to the area outside Shorne Wood 
Country Park, to enforce the parking restrictions in Brewers Road and Park Pale, including the TRO.  
These visits should include weekends, when the problems are at their worst.

I would like this to be included on the agenda for the Joint Transport Board.  Unfortunately, I have 
had to send my apologies for the next JTB on 5th June, but I understand Susan Lindley from Shorne 
Parish Council will be in attendance.

Please note this matter was also raised at the Meeting of Parish Council Chairmen on 22nd May 2019.

Bob Lane
Member for Shorne, Cobham & Luddesdown
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